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Former BSI President Jerry Raack of Ohio recently enquired about his variegated Guzmania sanguinea x wittmackii, wanting to know it’s cultivar name. The Cultivar Register had only one entry which seemed the closest match, namely G. ‘Pink Nova’ but the official photo showed bright yellow petals, not white as per Jerry’s photo. This anomaly was resolved from other photos Jerry submitted which proved that ’Pink Nova’s flowers are white in the bud stage but open and age to canary yellow. This cultivar’s variegation is variable, degenerating to sparse white thin lines sometimes, at least in U.S.A. and Australia. Jerry’s original plant of variegated G. sanguinea x wittmackii came from Herb Hill of Raintree Tropicals in Lithia,  Florida where its variegation was outstanding in 1990, as shown in the accompanying photos (Figures 2 & 3.)  





The BCR has no record of who produced and named ‘Pink Nova’ as recent enquiries with Herb Hill drew a blank, so the breeder remains a mystery. Whether ‘Pink Nova’ arose as a seedling mutation from the grex of G. sanguinea x wittmackii , or as a vegetative sport, is unknown. When well grown, a mature rosette can reach 50cms. diameter. The BCR entry reference of BromTree 1990 catalogue listed ‘Pink Nova’ so The Bromeliad Tree nursery in Miami, Florida (owner John Laroche) stocked it at that time and was possibly the original source of G. ‘Pink Nova’.





Jerry Raack’s  variegated G. sanguinea x wittmackii had “(Hendrix)” on the label, so I enquired with long-time breeder Gary Hendrix in Florida .Gary confirmed that he did the original cross in March, 1977 between a G. sanguinea from John Banta and a G. wittmackii  “purple clone” which Gary had collected in Ecuador. None of the progeny were variegated and all stock (under parentage only)  went to Herb Hill in 1979. This clone with green/purple foliage and a pink inflorescence reaches 60cms. diameter and  was shown  by Herb Hill at the World Bromeliad Conference in Corpus Christi, 1982, as photographed by Herb Plever of New York (Fig.1.). As Gary Hendrix‘s original cross was never named, in honour of its breeder, I am registering it as G. ‘Gary Hendrix‘, albeit 35 years after the event--but it’s better late than never. 
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